	STANDARDIZED TEST PREPARATION


GETTING ORGANIZED
Two tests strike fear into the hearts of most college-bound juniors and seniors: the SAT and the ACT. For general information and registration forms, check the following sites.

SAT

www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/about/SAT1.html
The College Board offers students an overview of the SAT Reasoning Test, as well as samples of questions and essay topics.

SAT Dates

www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/calenfees.html
The College Board provides a chart with SAT registration deadlines and testing dates for the upcoming year.

Online SAT Registration
www.collegeboard.com/testing
If you plan to pay for the SAT by credit card, and don’t qualify for any special waivers, here’s a hassle-free way to register.

Educational Testing Service Network

www.ets.org
The Educational Testing Service (ETS) develops the SAT (among other tests) which is then administered by the College Board. Its sit includes sections for students, parents and educators, practice test questions, and lots of cross links to the College Board. A few years ago, when ETS found a flaw in a test question, the service posted an announcement here about how the error affected test-takers.

ACT’s Web Site

www.actstudent.org
This is the electronic gateway to information about the ACT, a competitor to the SAT. It offers test strategies and sample questions, as well as links to electronic college search and application sites.

ACT Assessment Test Dates

www.actstudent.org/regist/currentdates.html
Test dates are available here.

Registering for the ACT

www.actstudent.org/regist
Find links for online registration, telephone registration for repeat test-takers, standby testing information, a list of upcoming test dates and deadlines, and the locations of test centers near you.

GETTING PREPPED FOR ACT AND SAT
Reduce your stress level a notch or two by reviewing vocabulary or taking some practice tests. The “Big Three” of test prep have SAT news and tips: The Princeton Review (www.princetonreview.com), Kaplan (www.kaptest.com) and Peterson’s (www.petersons.com). But there are many other useful sites as well.

Wordsmyth SAT Dictionary

www.lightlink.com/bobp/wedt/sat.htm
A downloadable list of 2000 words and definitions that often appear on SATs. Words with asterisks appear the most frequently, based on a ten-year analysis of SAT tests.
Num ber2.com

www.number2.com
This free test-prep service says it automatically adapts to your skill level and provides immediate feedback on every incorrect answer. Prep quizzes are available for SAT, ACT, and GRE. The site also offers a word of the day and question of the day. 

Kaplan’s Test Prep

www.kaptest.com
Kaplan, one of the biggest names in the test-prep business, requires you to register for this site. But once you’ve done so, Kaplan provides you with a free practice SAT, a monthly e-newsletter, admission information, and test taking tips. Naturally, you can also buy books and sign up for pricey courses. Kaplan charges $399 for its online SAT prep course, and $899 for its in-person, classroom course.

Kaplan also has a free online option, the SAT QuizBank. QuizBank includes over 1,000 SAT questions and lets you design your own quizzes by subject, difficulty, and length. Kaplan says QuizBank is especially good if you have only a few days to prep before the exam, or you just need help on a specific section of the exam.

Peterson’s Test Prep

www.petersons.com
Peterson’s lets you take three practice tests (for as little as $19.95) as well as an affordable ($119-209) online SAT prep course. You start by taking a diagnostic exam to assess your core skills, and then proceed through a course which has been tailored to meet your specific needs.

The Princeton Review

www.princetonreview.com/college/testPrep
If you’re just browsing, check the free articles on raising test scores and the in-depth reports on past tests. If you’re willing to stick around, register your e-mail address and other contact information and you’ll be able to take a free practice exam. And if you’re already paying big bucks to take a Princeton Review course, plug in your password to get to more advanced online services. You can also take on online courses for $99-$699, depending on how much “live” online assistance you want.

College Power Prep

www.powerprep.com
More free SAT or ACT help, via the Laboratory and Tip of the Day. 

The Study Hall

www.studyhall.com
The Study Hall features a free SAT improvement course as well as a premium service for $10 per year., The Premium service includes a more extensive SAT program including a mystery novella packed with SAT vocabulary words. It’s not great literature, and its certainly not what people mean when they tell you, “The best way to prepare for the SAT is to read the classics,” but it’s a reasonably painless way to absorb some new vocabulary.

The College Board’s SAT Preparation Center

www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/prep_one/Prep_one.html
The College Board used to claim the test wasn’t coachable. Now it lets you take a free practice SAT to determine where you need the most help, and will (happily) sell you an online SAT review course for $69.95.

ACT
http://www.actstudent.org/index.html
The website has general information and resources regarding the ACT, including test-taking and study tips. It also provides example essays, scoring explanations, test questions, etc.
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